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Anacademic•sfearsfor western-stylepoliticsreveal
newthreatsonthemargins,findsChristopherMackie

Scotland can lead the
world in new carbon
capturetechnologies

Government&Public Affairs

THEcountdown to aglobal treaty
on climate change in
Copenhagen ison • and so, too, is
the race to harnessthe economic
potential of carbon capture and
storage (CCS).

Scotland isuniquely placed to
be at the forefront of developing
thisnew technology, thanksto
the cavernousspace under the
North Sea that once stored oil
resources.With challengesfacing
its financial sector, seizing the
opportunity to create anew
world-leading CO2 storage
industry in Scotland would be a
 once in ageneration 
achievement.

Success iswithin reach,but it
wil l require bold and decisive
action and avisionary
partnership between
government and private
industry.

Storing CO2 is recognised
around the world asone of the
most effective waysto cut the
emissionsof greenhouse gases
from coal-fired
power plants,and
the race to find the
new global leaders
in thisnew industry
hasalready begun.

President Obama
hasdeclared that he
wantsCCS
technology ready for
use in UScoal-fired
stationswithin a
decade. In Norway,
finance minister
Kristin Halvorsen recently
announced that hisgovernment
plansto raise almost £400
mill ion • arecord investment • to
spend next year on CCS
technology.

Theemergingmarketswil l rely
on innovation in the West to
show the way forward.China, for
example,which built an average
of one new coal-fired power
station every four days in 2006,
wil l become amajor CCS
customer in future.

The UK isoff to agood start
with the launch of aCCS
competition,which offers
potentially hundredsof mill ions
of poundsto support
demonstration projects that can
capture90 per cent of thecarbon
from acommercial scale coal-
fired plant.

In Scotland, the publication of
an Edinburgh University-led
study hasdemonstrated
Scotland!scapacity to store not
just itsown CO2 emissionsbut
also those of the UK and other
partsof Europe.First Minister
Alex Salmond hasspoken of
creating 10,000 jobs in the
Scottish CCSindustry.

But how can Scotland take a
decisive lead in the race?

The answer, just as in
Copenhagen, is in achieving
substantial,meaningful and
purposeful collaboration.

Accenture!sview is that those
who understand thenatureof the
new collaboration and the
interestsand needsof each party
can lead the way.

Scotland is rightly ambitious
about agreen future and hasset
itssightson an 80 per cent cut in
CO2 emissionsby 2050.CCSisa
significant challenge and no one
organisation can produce the
technology and harnessthespace
under the North Seaby itself.

For thisreason,it iscritical that
there be collaboration between
leading energy businessesand
between these private-sector
businessesand government,
north and south of the Border.

The CCSindustry issti l l in an
emerging phase.Full
implementation requiresa
significant amount of public
funding,which the European
Union and UK government is
starting to provide.

Persuasive regulatory and
financial incentiveswil l be
needed to help minimise the
investment risksand encourage
the major investment required.

The consortiaof
partner companies,
which plan to work
together to deploy
CCS,wil l need to
play to each
partner!sstrengths
and build on
existing capabil it ies
and assets.

New frameworks
and operating
regimeswill need to
be developed to

ensure costsand risksare
managed appropriately and
transparently.

Winning the race requires
private sector companies to trust
and challenge each other and
their public sector partners,and
vice versa.

With so much at stake,all need
to act in oneunified direction.All
wil l need to deal with lack of
certainty around the long-term
value of CO2 and confidentiality
issuesfrom sharing
commercially sensitive
intellectual property and
strategy.

Finally, the general public also
hasa role to play.Thousandsof
people are expected to march
against climate change through
Glasgow on Saturday.Public
support for thenew CCSindustry
in Scotland will play akey part
ensuring that appropriate
significant investment can be
made in Scotland,and that this
 once in ageneration 
opportunity doesnot slip
through our fingers.
l Adrian Clamp is resource
industries partner at
Accenture UK

Adrian Clamp

Why there•sno
instant answer
to democracy•s
growing crisis

ON SATURDAY, one brave politics
academic wil l stand before a crowd
at a Scottish university and ask the
provocative question:  What is so

good about democracy? 
In times gone by, such concerns expressed

about thefundamentsof theway that western
countries are governed might have been dis-
missed as the rantings of someone from the
extremefringesof political debate.

But, as the UK reaches the end of a year in
which abrutal recession hasshredded itscon-
fidence and an expenses scandal has eroded
trust in the politicianswho lead us, the ques-
tion to beposed by Professor John Keane this
weekend looksincreasingly mainstream.

His lecture at Dundee University wil l draw
on themes raised in his latest book, The Life
and Death of Democracy, that strike doubt to
the very heart of the way we run our country.
 There is developing a deep
malaise in all existing demo-
cracies, he tells The Scotsman
ahead of hisappearance.

 There isawidespread sense
that parliamentsdon!t function
properly and membersare too
heavily "whipped!. There is a
widespread sense that govern-
ment executives have a deep
control over parliaments. This
is depressingly familiar and
goes alongside the bellyaching
against politicians. 

Oneof theUK!sleadingpolit-
ical thinkers, Keane is a noted
author and professor of politics
at the University of Westmin-
ster and at the Wissenschafts-
zentrum in Berlin.

His contention is that the global postwar
period led to a celebration of the  victory of
western democracy that led western cultures
to become complacent about the righteous-
ness of their governance system. This, he
says,hasencouraged usto  sleepwalk into the
situation that democracy now findsitself in.

Hepointsto rapidly declining engagement
with politics,something demonstrated in the
vast drop-off in political party membership
and adwindlingturn-out in local and national
elections.

 There are very few precedents for these
trends, he says.  They are worrying and any-
body who has a concern for democracy and
its future needs to look at the symptomsand
come up with new solutions for repairing
these institutions. 

Keane adds:  This isnot just a British prob-
lem;it isageneral trend through pretty much
every existing democracy, whether that be
South African or North American. 

Oneof theissueshedetects,andonethat has
been typified and exacerbated by the West-
minster expenses! saga, is a growing move
towards a political elite that is disconnected

from theelectorate. I agreethereismounting
evidencethat electoratesperceivepoliticsasa
closed shop • thesensethat thereisapolitical
elite that has formed and the game is not
theirs, he says.  Citizens find it very difficult
to get into that game,and thisisasymptom of
thismalaise.

 We are seeing a withdrawal from politics
and interest in public affairs and a rising
number of peoplewho haven!t madeup their
mind on theeveof elections.Thereisalsoarise
of populist parties. 

Prof KeanecitestheLePen phenomenon in
France, as well as the growing popularity of
Ukip and the BNPin Britain,asexamplesof a
drum-beating populism that claims to move
thedemocraticprocesscloser to thedesiresof
thepeople.

 These are symptomsof a widespread feel-
ing that politicshasbecomean elitebusiness, 

he says. When you add to this,
the way the elite has handled
some major crises in recent
years, such as the Iraq occupa-
tion and thenear collapseof the
bankingsystem,thereisasense
that politicsisnot for theordin-
ary man and woman,and thisis
not good for ademocracy. 

To add to the problem, Prof
Keaneiscritical of what hecalls
the  overuse of democracy by
theWest in itsforeign policy.

 Thereisasmell of hypocrisy
around democracy, he says.
 Would we say,with our hands
on our hearts,that democracy is
coming to Iraq or Afghanistan?
Theclear answer isno. 

Theother trend hedetects is
the rise of alternatives to the model of demo-
cracy, pointing to a clutch of regimes, such as
that found in Burma, Venezuela and Iran, in
which,hecontends,anew typeof dictatorship
isemerging that may turn out to beviable.

 The most important case is that of
China, he says.  What happens in China will
co-determine the future of democracy. In
China,wehavean almighty strugglebetween
two different futures. In one, China is an
empire and a big global player, where
wealth creation and an expanding mid-
dleclasspoint toamodern,21st-century
country. But there is no democracy in
the sense of a power-sharing, multi-
party system that has universal rights
and freedoms.

 On theother hand,thereisavision for
aChinathat isdemocraticwith Chin-
esecharacteristics.It isjust poss-
iblethevision of Chinaruled by
asingleparty,with an expand-
ing wealth basewill succeed. 

But is the apparent viabil-
ityof theregimemadepossi-
bleby the country!s increas-

ing wealth?  This is an old point, he begins,
 that youcan!t havedemocracyunlessthereisa
minimum standard of l iving.But weareseeing
exampleswhereyoucan develop amiddleclass
and wealth that isdistributed widely enough
to have a tranquil l ising effect on democratic
instincts. 

Despiteitsgrowinginfluence,theregimein
Chinaremainsunder attack,notablyhelpedby
the pervasive influence of the internet on its
citizens. The role of the web in forming the

democracies • or otherwise • of the
future is,Prof Keane maintains,ab-

solutely key.
 Wearelivingin an ageof com-

municative abundance, he says.
 This growth of an internet
galaxy is without precedent. It is
the first time in the history of the
human species when time and

space have collapsed • you can
communicatewith othersin

real time across vast dis-

China, wit h it s cent ralised bureaucrat ic st at e

Professor J ohn Keane
warns of t he dangers
from populism and t he
int ernet t oo

Cont roversial: The Life and
Deat h of Democracy

Winning the
racerequires
firmsto trust
each other and
their public-
sector partners
and viceversa
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PEOPLE
n A PILOT forum that wil l test
waysfor adult survivorsof
abuse in residential care to
discusstheir experienceshas
appointed achairman and two
commissioners to lead its
work.

Tom Shaw,who authored a
review of the children•shomes
system in 2007,wil l lead the
group in itsset up ahead of
evidence sessionsbeginning
next year.

He will be joined on the
forum by Scotland•s
Commissioner for Children
and Young People,Kathleen
Marshall and forensic clinical
psychologist Anne Carpenter.

NEWS
n COUNCILSshould explore
new waysof funding economic
development activitiesasthe
resourcesavailable in thisarea
are likely to be constrained in
the coming years,according to
a report
commissioned
by the Scottish
Local
Authorities
Economic
Development
Group.

The report,
prepared by
Ekos
Consultants,
said the lack of
funding was
•the key issue 
for local
authorities in
furthering economic
development.

It said councils,whose
current spend on such
development wasestimated as
£200 mill ion ayear, should
look at options including tax
increment funding,and
increased engagement with
the private sector in the form
of arrangementssuch as joint
ventures.

•The resourcesavailable for
economic development are
likely to be constrained, the
report said.

•In the short term the
economic downturn means
lessprivate resourcesand in
the longer term lower budget
settlementswil l have asimilar
effect. It wil l therefore be
important to ensure that all
LAsare aware of all different
sources,methodsand
opportunities to fund future
activities. 

The report,which revealed
that there were currently 1,100
staff dedicated to council

Briefing Board
economic development in
Scotland,also said there was
•no robust and consistent 
method to measure the
performance of economic
development.

It called on councils to
develop acorporate approach
to measuring and evaluating
key performance indicators.

And it recommended that
local authoritiesreview
delivery partnerships to see if
they were effective and
suggested that consideration
should be given to producing
national guidance on how
economic development isbest
promoted acrossScotland.

n A NEW programme to help
Scottish businessesbenefit
from public procurement
contractshasbeen launched by
the Scottish Government.

The measures,agreed by the
Public Procurement Advisory
Group, include improved
guidance on how firmscan
accessprocurement

opportunitiesas
well asa
simplification
of procurement
processesand
better guidance
for buyersand
suppliers
involved in
government
contracts.

Enterprise
minister Jim
Mather said:
•Thesemeasures
directly address
the issuesraised

by business,such asthe
simplification and
standardisation of
procurement processes,
enhanced assistance for
businesses in pursuing public
procurement opportunities
and new guidance to public
bodieson how to reflect
economic impact in
procurement strategies. 

EVENTS
n THEScottish TradesUnion
Congresshasstated itssupport
for the White Ribbon March
being held in Stirl ing today to
protest against violenceagainst
women.

Speaking before the march
the organisation•sgeneral
secretary,Grahame Smith said:
•Our homes,streetsand
workplacesshould be free
from fear and violence for all
women.We commend the
White Ribbon Campaign in
Scotland for organising with
men to speak out. 

tances.The tyranny of distance hasbeen bro-
ken. 

For Prof Keane, the opportunities opened
up for democracies by the internet are both
positiveand negative.First of all,hecitessome
observers•belief that theinternet isan •under-
writer of democracy ,opening up an egalitar-
ian democratisation of information asaroute
towardsamorepositive future.•There isabig
transfer in the nature and meaning of demo-
cracy, towards a kind of post-representative
democracy  a monitory democracy, he says.
•A kind of democracy with permanent public
scrutiny of thosewho wield power. 

But he warns that alongside such positives
lie•decadent internet trendsthat could stifle
improvingdemocratisation.Included in these
isgrowth of •gated communities in the form
of subscription-only websites, something he
sayshas•an exclusionary effect .

He calls on policymakers to consider ways
space on the net can be opened to encourage
greater engagement along the lines of the
Reithian principle under which the BBC was
brought into being with radio broadcasting.

And he cautionsagainst the move towards
theuseof theweb to perform instant referen-
dums.•That isthepopulist option  thebelief

that theonlyway togovern and overcomeelite
grip isto get !thepeople•involved through dir-
ect referenda, he says. •History shows that is
alwaysbad for democracy.

•Everyrecordedcasewherepeoplearecalled
upon involves manipulation. Demagogues,
populists who, unless they are wise, typically
abuse the basic principle of democracy  that
thepeopleshould govern themselves. 
l Prof John Keane will give Dundee Univer-
sity's Christmas Lecture in the Dalhousie
Building on Saturday at 6pm.

For tickets, call 01382 385564 or e-mail
events@dundee.ac.uk.
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