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Sxotland can lead the
world in new carbon
cgpturetechnologies

Adrian Clamp

THEcountdown to aglobal treaty
on dimatechangein
Copenhagen ison « and so,t00,is
therace to harnessthe economic
potential of carbon capture and
storage (CC9.

Scotland isuniquely placed to
be at the forefront of developing
thisnew technology, thanksto
the cavernous space under the
North Seathat once stored oil
resources. With challengesfacing
itsfinancial sector, seizingthe
opportunity to create anew
world-leading CO; storage
industry in Scotland would be a
oncein ageneration
achievement.

Quccessiswithin reach, but it
will require bold and decisive
action and avisionary
partnership between
government and private
industry.

Soring QO isrecognised
around the world asone of the
most effective waysto cut the
emissionsof greenhouse gases
from coal-fired
power plants,and

theraceto find the \Mnning the

new global leaders

But how can Scotland takea
decisivelead in the race?

The answer, just asin
Copenhagen, isin achieving
substantial, meaningful and
purposeful collaboration.

Accenturelsview isthat those
whounderstand thenatureof the
new collaboration and the
interestsand needs of each party
can lead the way.

Scotland isrightly ambitious
about agreen future and has set
itssightson an 80 per cent cut in
CO; emissions by 2050. CCSisa
significant challenge and no one
organisation can producethe
technology and harnessthe space
under the North Seaby itself.

For thisreason,itiscritical that
there be collaboration between
leading energy businessesand
between these private-sector
businessesand government,
north and south of the Border.

The CCSindustry isstill in an
emerging phase. Full
implementation requiresa
significant amount of public
funding, which the European
Union and UK government is
starting to provide.

Persuasive regulatory and
financial incentiveswill be
needed to help minimise the
investment risksand encourage
the major investment required.

The consortiaof
partner companies,
which plan to work
together to deploy

in thisnew industry ra(E reqU|res CCSwill need to
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finance minister be developed to

Kristin Halvorsen recently
announced that hisgovernment
plansto raise amost £400
million « arecord investment « to
spend next year on CCS
technology.

Theemerging marketswill rely
on innovation in the West to
show the way forward. China, for
example, which built an average
of one new coal-fired power
station every four daysin 2006,
will become amajor CCS
customer in future.

The UK isoff to agood start
with the launch of aCCS
competition, which offers
potentially hundreds of millions
of poundsto support
demonstration projectsthat can
capture 90 per cent of the carbon
from acommercial scale coal-
fired plant.

In Scotland, the publication of
an Edinburgh University-led
study hasdemonstrated
Scotland’s capacity to store not
just itsown GOz emissions but
also those of the UK and other
partsof Europe. First Minister
Alex Slmond has spoken of
creating 10,000 jobsin the
Scottish CCSindustry.

ensure costsand risksare
managed appropriately and
transparently.

Winning theracerequires
private sector companiesto trust
and challenge each other and
their public sector partners,and
vice versa.

With so much at stake, all need
toactin oneunified direction.All
will need to deal with lack of
certainty around the long-term
value of GO, and confidentiality
issuesfrom sharing
commercially sensitive
intellectua property and
strategy.

Finally,the general publicaso
hasaroleto play. Thousands of
people are expected to march
against climate change through
Glasgow on Saturday. Public
support for the new CCSindustry
in Scotland will play akey part
ensuring that appropriate
significant investment can be
madein Scotland, and that this
oncein ageneration
opportunity doesnot dip
through our fingers.
| Adrian Clamp isresource
industries partner at
Accenture UK

Why theressno
Instant answer
to democracys
growing criss

An academicsfearsfor wesern-gylepaliticsreved
new threatson themargins findsGrigtopher Madkie

N SATURDAY, one brave politics

academic will stand before acrowd

at a Scottish university and ask the

provocative question: What is so
good about democracy?

In times gone by, such concerns expressed
about thefundamentsof theway that western
countries are governed might have been dis-
missed as the rantings of someone from the
extreme fringesof political debate.

But, asthe UK reachesthe end of ayear in
which abrutal recession hasshredded itscon-
fidence and an expenses scandal has eroded
trust in the politicianswho lead us, the ques-
tion to be posed by Professor bhn Keanethis
weekend looksincreasingly mainstream.

Hislecture at Dundee University will draw
on themesraised in hislatest book, The Life
and Death of Democracy, that strike doubt to
the very heart of the way we run our country.

There is developing a deep
malaise in all exising demo-
cracies, he tells The Scotsman
ahead of hisappearance.

Thereisawidespread sense
that parliamentsdontt function
properly and membersare too
heavily 'whipped! There is a
widespread sense that govern-
ment executives have a deep
control over parliaments. This
is depressingly familiar and
goes alongside the bellyaching
against politicians.

Oneof theUKkleadingpolit-
ical thinkers, Keane is a noted
author and professor of politics

at the University of Westmin- Controversial: The Life and
ster and at the Wissenschafts Death of Democracy

zentrum in Berlin.

His contention is that the globa postwar
period led to acelebration of the victory of
western democracy that led western cultures
to become complacent about the righteous
ness of their governance system. This, he
says,hasencouraged usto deepwalk intothe
situation that democracy now findsitself in.

Hepointsto rapidly declining engagement
with politics,something demonstrated in the
vast drop-off in political party membership
andadwindlingturn-outinloca and national
elections.

There are very few precedents for these
trends, hesays. They are worrying and any-
body who has a concern for democracy and
itsfuture needsto look at the symptomsand
come up with new solutions for repairing
theseingtitutions.

Keane adds: Thisisnot just aBritish prob-
lem;itisageneral trend through pretty much
every existing democracy, whether that be
South African or North American.

Oneoftheissueshedetects,and onethat has
been typified and exacerbated by the West-
minster expenses! saga, is a growing move
towards a political elite that is disconnected

from theelectorate. | agreethereismounting
evidencethat electoratesperceive politicsasa
closed shop * thesensethat thereisapolitical
elite that has formed and the game is not
theirs, he says. Citizensfind it very difficult
to getinto that game,and thisisasymptom of
thismalaise.

We are seeing awithdrawal from politics
and interest in public affairs and a rising
number of people who havent made up their
mindontheeveof elections. Thereisasoarise
of populist parties.

Prof Keanecitesthe Le Pen phenomenon in
France, as well as the growing popularity of
Ukip and the BNPin Britain, asexamplesof a
drum-beating populism that claimsto move
thedemocratic processcloser to thedesiresof
thepeople.

These are symptoms of awidespread feel-
ingthat politicshasbecomean elitebusiness,
he says. When you add to this,
the way the elite has handled
some major crises in recent
years, such asthe Iraq occupa-
tionandthenear collapseofthe
bankingsystem,thereisasense
that politicsisnot for theordin-
ary man and woman,and thisis
not good for ademocracy.

To add to the problem, Prof
Keaneiscritical of what hecalls
the overuse of democracy by
theWest in itsforeign policy.

Thereisasmell of hypocrisy
around democracy, he says.
Would we say, with our hands
onour hearts,that democracyis
comingto Iraq or Afghanistan?
Theclear answer isno.

Theother trend he detectsis
therise of dternativesto the model of demo-
cracy, pointing to aclutch of regimes, such as
that found in Burma, Venezuela and Iran, in
which,hecontends,anew typeof dictatorship
isemergingthat may turn out to beviable.

The most important case is that of
China, he says. What happensin Chinawill
co-determine the future of democracy. In
China,we have an almighty struggle between
two different futures. In one, China is an

empire and a big global player, where .

wealth creation and an expanding mid-
dleclasspointtoamodern,2ist-century
country. But there is no democracy in
the sense of a power-sharing, multi-
party system that has universa rights
and freedoms.

On theother hand, thereisavision for
aChinathatisdemocraticwith Chin-
esecharacteristics.Itisjust poss-
iblethevision of Chinaruled by
asingleparty,with an expand-
ingwealth base will succeed.

But isthe apparent viabil-
ity of theregimemadeposs-
bleby the countrysincreas

China, with its centralised bureaucratic state

ing wealth? Thisisan old point, he begins,
that you canlt havedemocracy unlessthereisa
minimum standard of living.But weareseeing
exampleswhereyou can develop amiddleclass
and wealth that isdistributed widely enough
to have atranquillising effect on democratic
ingtincts.
Despiteitsgrowinginfluence,theregimein
Chinaremainsunder attack,notably helped by
the pervasive influence of the internet on its
citizens. The role of the web in forming the
democracies « or otherwise « of the
- futureis, Prof Keane maintains, ab-
solutely key.
~ Wearelivingin an ageof com-
municative abundance, he says.
This growth of an internet
galaxy iswithout precedent. It is
thefirst timein the history of the
human species when time and
space have collapsed * you can
communicatewith othersin
real time acrossvast dis-

Professor John Keane
warns of the dangers
from populism and the
internet too
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apparatus and growing military might, is developing a form of capitalism with no relation to democratic norms

tances. The tyranny of distance hasbeen bro-
ken.

For Prof Keane, the opportunities opened
up for democracies by the internet are both
positiveand negative.Frst of all,hecitessome
observerssbelief that theinternet isan sunder-
writer of democracy ,openingup an egalitar-
ian democratisation of information asaroute
towardsamorepositivefuture.sThereisabig
transfer in the nature and meaning of demo-
cracy, towards a kind of post-representative
democracy amonitory democracy, he says.
*A kind of democracy with permanent public
scrutiny of thosewho wield power.

But he warnsthat alongside such positives
lieedecadent internet trendsthat could stifle
improvingdemocratisation.Includedin these
isgrowth of gated communities in theform
of subscription-only websites, something he
sayshasean exclusionary effect .

He calls on policymakersto consider ways
space on the net can be opened to encourage
greater engagement along the lines of the
Reithian principle under which the BBC was
brought into being with radio broadcasting.

And he cautions against the move towards
theuseof theweb to perform instant referen-
dums.eThat isthe populist option thebelief

Acture: Getty Imeges

that theonly way to govern and overcomeelite
gripistoget thepeoplesinvolved through dir-
ect referenda, he says. *History showsthat is
alwaysbad for democracy.

*Bveryrecorded casewherepeoplearecalled
upon involves manipulation. Demagogues,
populistswho, unlessthey are wise, typically
abusethebasicprinciple of democracy that
the people should govern themselves.
| Prof ohn Keane will give Dundee Univer-
sity's Christmas Lecture in the Dalhousie
Building on Saturday at 6pm.

For tickets, call 01382 385564 or e-mail
events@dundee.ac.uk.

n A PILOT forum that will test
ways for adult survivorsof
abusein residential careto
discusstheir experienceshas
appointed achairman and two
commissionersto lead its
work.

Tom Shaw, who authored a
review of the childrenshomes
system in 2007, will lead the
group in itsset up ahead of
evidence sessonsbeginning
next year.

Hewill bejoined on the
forum by Scotlands
Commissioner for Children
and Young People, Kathleen
Marshall and forensic clinical
psychologist Anne Carpenter.

NBAS

n COUNCILSshould explore
new waysof funding economic
development activitiesasthe
resourcesavailablein thisarea
arelikely to be constrained in
the coming years, according to
areport
commissioned
by the Scottish
Local
Authorities
Economic
Development
Group.

Thereport,
prepared by
Ekos
Consultants,
said the lack of
funding was
sthe key issue
for local
authoritiesin
furthering economic
development.

It said councils,whose
current spend on such
development was estimated as
£200 million ayear, should
look at optionsincluding tax
increment funding, and
increased engagement with
the private sector in the form
of arrangementssuch asjoint
ventures.

*Theresources available for
economic development are
likely to be constrained, the
report said.

«In the short term the
economic downturn means
lessprivate resourcesand in
thelonger term lower budget
settlementswill haveasimilar
effect. It will therefore be
important to ensure that all
LAsare aware of all different
sources, methods and
opportunitiesto fund future
activities.

Thereport, which revealed
that therewere currently 1,100
staff dedicated to council

economic development in
Scotland, also said there was
no robust and consistent
method to measurethe
performance of economic
development.

It called on councilsto
develop acorporate approach
to measuring and evaluating
key performanceindicators.

And it recommended that
local authoritiesreview
delivery partnershipsto seeif
they were effective and
suggested that consideration
should be given to producing
national guidance on how
economic development isbest
promoted across Scotland.

n A NEW progranmeto help
Scottish businesses benefit
from public procurement
contractshasbeen launched by
the Scottish Government.

The measures, agreed by the
Public Procurement Advisory
Group, includeimproved
guidance on how firmscan
access procurement
opportunitiesas
well asa
smplification
of procurement
processes and
better guidance
for buyersand
suppliers
involved in
government
contracts.

Enterprise
minister Im
Mather said:
*These measures
directly address
theissuesraised
by business, such asthe
smplification and
standardisation of
procurement processes,
enhanced assistance for
businessesin pursuing public
procurement opportunities
and new guidanceto public
bodieson how to reflect
economicimpact in
procurement strategies.

BEVENTS

n THE Scottish Trades Union
Congresshasstated itssupport
for the White Ribbon March
being held in Sirling today to
protest against violenceagainst
women.

Seaking before the march
the organisations general
secretary, Grahame Smith said:
*Our homes, streetsand
workplaces should befree
from fear and violence for all
women. We commend the
White Ribbon Campaign in
Scotland for organising with
men to speak out.
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